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Jim Murphy
Chief Executive Officer
Afterburner Seminars
Atlanta
Age: 37

Former fighter
pilot Jim Murphy
practices the flaw-
less execution he
preaches to corpo-
rate managers and
salespeople. As a
result, his red-hot corporate training
company is on the Ine. 500 list of
fastest growing businesses and he’s
putting the finishing touches on a sec-
ond book called Flawless Execution in
Business and Life and You. This Peter-
Drucker-in-a-jumpsuit says business is
combat, and he’s been able to come
out ahead thanks to great, focused
cemployees who help him concentrate
on Afterburner’s  mission.  Now
Murphy’s branching out, bringing his
message to schoolchildren with a pro-
gram called “Flight Plan for Life” that
teaches kids about goal setting and
focus. “He’s a wonderful leader who
knows when to be all business and
when to have fun,” says Vicki Kibler,
Afterburner’s director of operations.,
“This company has grown over the
past couple of vears, but he has, too,
and he does whart he can to stay a step
ahead of everyone clse.” —PB

Michelle Nunn

Executive Director, Hands On Atlanta
Atlanta

Age: 35

You could say
public service is in
Michelle Nunn’s
genes — her father
is former Sen. Sam
Nunn — but that
wouldn’t be giving
cnough credit to
the woman who has helped make the
first Saturday in October a city-wide
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service day. Hands on Atlanta Day,
which draws morce than 10,000 volun-
teers, is the nonprofit’s most visible proj-
ect, but the organization provides volun-
teers for everything from schools to sen-
jor centers to food banks. Nunn has
been there since 1989, when Hands On
Atlanta was “created out of a [iving room
with 12 Atlantans who had a vision for
getting people more involved in volun-
teer service,” she remembers, “It was
very much a grassroots effort with cach
of the founders contributing $50 to
$100 to get started.” The budget has
grown to more than $5 million, but the
can-do spirit remains, “T believe Hands
on Atlanta will continue to cevolve into
the central gathering place for service
and civic action for the city,” says Nunn.
She’ll be happy to sign vou up. —KS§

Dexter Sharper

City Council Member
Valdosta

Age: 30

What  doesn’t
Dexter  Sharper
do? He’s  the
youngest member
cver of the
Valdosta Cirty
Council (clected at
age 28), but that’s
only one entry in a resume that would
more likely belong to someone twice
his age. A full-time paramedic, Sharper
is also a gospel recording artist (with
his group, the Sharper Brothers), pres-
ident and founder of the Georgia
Paramedic Association, a motivational
speaker and a youth minister. Fe's on
the board of the Lowndes County
Partnership for Health and active with
Boy Scouts and Amecrican Cancer
Society. Oh, and he’s also prepping for
a solo gospel album. He may sound
too good to be true, but his fans
include Mayor Jimmy Rainwater, who
nominated Sharper, a lifclong resident
of Valdosta, to Ebeiy’s list of "Top 30
Future Leaders in 2001, praising his

“maturity and wisdom.” When Sharper
says, “I strive to be the best role model
I can be,” you can believe it. —KS

Ben Tarbutton I
Assistant Vice-President
Sandersville Railroad Company
Sandersville
Age: 30

The Sandersville
Railroad Company
only has 30 miles
of track — but it’s
been a vital link
between the
arca’s rich kaolin
mines and destinations all over the
country. “We're
Norfolk-Southern
we're just as wide,

not as long as
CSX, but
savs Tarbutton,
the heir apparent to the 109-year-old
railroad company. A family business
since 1916, the company has made
most of its living hauling kaolin from
point A to a Norfolk-Southern inter-
change. Just about the only hat
Tarbutton doesn’t wear at the office
is the Casey Jones-looking engincer’s
cap. But some of his greatest contri-
butions have come away from the
office. — former president of the
Georgia Railroad Association, board
member for both Georgia’s Chamber
Rural
Development Council, member of
the local development authority,
member of Sandersville
College Foundation board and for-
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of Commerce and

Technical

mer chairman ot the Washington
County Chamber. —JG

Michael Vick
Quarterback
Atlanta Falcons
Atlanta

Age: 23

Last year, fans
were paving $95
for Michael Vick’s
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